
                       Popular Lecture Series-ñConnecting People to Natureò 

                                                             Date- 3.4.2017 

                                       Venue- Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla 

 

 

The State Council for Science, Technology &  Environment (SCSTE), Himachal Pradesh organized 

lectures of two eminent scientist and environment activist during the Popular Lecture Series on 3
rd
 

April,  2017 at Himachal Pradesh University (HPU), Shimla. The workshop was inaugurated by 

Prof. R.S Chauhan, Pro Vice Chancellor, Himachal Pradesh University. About 600 students from 

various schools (Govt. High School Chaura Maidan, Tibetian Central School, Chota Shimla, GSSS 

Cota Shimla, GSSS Portmore, Govt. High School Jakhu, GSSS Totu, GSSS Hill, Kendriya 

Vidyalaya Jakhoo), along with research scholars from Chitkara University, Eternal University 

Baru Sahib and Post Graduate students from the department of Botany, Physics, Geography, 

Chemistry, Mathematics, Biotechnology, Dept. of business administration, Dept. of Environment 

Sciences, Deptt. Of Commerce and IIHS were present during the Lecture. 

 

Sh. Kunal Satyarthi, Joint Member Secretary, SCSTE welcomed the guests, speakers and the 

audience.  He gave a brief sketch and highlights about the activities being undertaken during 

Environment Week Celebration from 29
th
 May to 5

th
 June 2017.  About 450 students of various 

schools of the town participated in óSwatchta Abhiyanô. They cleaned the school premises and 

surroundings along with School Management Committee (SMC) and teachers.  In consonance with 

the theme of UNEP for this year world Environment Day (WED) óConnecting people with natureô 

students and teachers of about 50 schools of Shimla were introduced to the floral and faunal 

diversity of Shimla Water Catchment Sanctuary through Nature walk from 30
th
 May to 3

rd
 June. 

Students also visited Eco Task Force, 133 Dogra Battalion, at Kufri, they learnt about nursery 

practices and plantation.  

Ms. Archana Sharma, Member Secretary, SCSTE elaborated on the genesis of World Environment 

Day. She motivated the students to connect with nature by observing the nature around their 

vicinity and taking care of it. She asked them to make efforts towards environment protection at 

individual level viz. reduce wastage of water, recycle resources wherever possible. It was 

emphasized that each one of us has to do their little bit of contribution and maintaining the 

ecological balance. 

Prof. R.S Chauhan, Pro Vice President, HPU expressed his concern towards negligence and greed 

of humans which has eventually led to the environmental crisis. He said, since environmental 



issues are concern of every nation, an integrated approach needs to be adopted. He highlighted that 

the efforts should start at individual and locality level.  

Dr. Devinder Sharma, award winning journalist, writer and researcher on food trade policy, also 

written books like ñGATT and India- Politics of Agricultureò (1994) and ñIn the Famine Trapò 

(1997). He also chairs the New Delhi based forum for Biotechnology and Food Security.   

Mr. Devinder Sharma, elaborated on the connection of food and health with environment. He 

highlighted the link between GDP and environment, wherein, increase in GDP is achieved at the 

cost of environment. He illustrated it with example such as increase in river pollution is due to 

industrial growth along the river. But more the industry, more increase in GDP. He stressed that 

indigenous traditional methods of farming and cattle rearing should be preferred over the exotic 

advanced methods. India has 39 breeds of cows which are internationally recognized for its high 

yield and quality of milk. He further explained to the students, the effect of technology over 

environment by quoting examples from day to day life activities. He explained, 1 Liter of packed 

mineral water that we all prefer to drink consumes 6 Liter of water for its purification. He also 

expressed his concern towards the rice production in Asia, which contributes to 97% of the world 

rice production and is called as polluter by many Western countries. Every 1Kg of rice produced, 

consumes 5000 Liters of water along with it releases methane. He also highlighted that the cold 

drink dispensers and coffee machine releases methane far more than in comparison to rice 

production but since that is part of the western culture nobody talks about it. He said that poor man 

who uses minimum resources are often blamed and harassed in the name of environment pollution 

but the facts is, the developed countries uses maximum technology and resources and are major 

contributor to the environmental pollution. At the end he summarized that traditional methods and 

as we used to traditional food in past, is the best both for environment and health. 

Dr. Vikram Soni, Professor Emeritus at Jamia Millia and JNU highlighted certain facts such as 

farmersô income of 17 States in India is Rs. 20,000/- per year which requires immediate attention. 

He stressed that a new strategy/model should be developed. He asked the participants to improve 

their nutrition and avoid wastage thus conserving the nature at individual level as every living 

species is connected with the biodiversity and web chain. He made a presentation on the Dialectics 

of Nature. He explained the potential of Technology in degrading the environment and suggested 

on following the non invasive solutions for sustainable future. 



 

 

STATE COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT (SCSTE), HP 

B-34, SDA COMPLEX, KASUMPTI, SHIMLA-171009   

is organising  

ñPopular Lecture Seriesò 

Schedule 

Date: 3
rd
 June, 2017 

Venue: Auditorium, Himachal Pradesh University, Summerhill, Shimla. 

 

Time Particulars Resource Person 

3
rd
 June, 2017 

Inaugural Session 

10:00 ï 10:30 AM Registration 

10:30 ï 11:00 AM Documentary on Environment 

11:00 ï 11:10 AM Briefing about the 

programme 

Sh. Kunal Satyarthi, IFS, 

Joint Member Secretary ï 

SCSTE, H.P. 

11:10 ï 11:20 AM Special Address Ms. Archana Sharma, IFS, 

Member Secretary (EC), 

SCSTE, HP 

11:20 ï 11:35 AM Inaugural Address by Chief 

Guest   

Prof. R.S. Chauhan,  

Officiating Vice Chancellor, 

Himachal Pradesh University 

11:30 ï 11:45 AM Introduction to the speakers Ms. Shubhra Banerjee 

Senior Scientific Officer, 

SCSTE, H.P. 

11:45 ï 01:15PM From understanding nature 

to new dimensions of life 

Prof. Vikram Soni 

01:15-  02:30PM The polities of food and 

agriculture 

Mr. Devinder Sharma 

02:30 ï 02:45 PM Question Answer session 

02:45 ï 02:50 PM Vote of Thanks Sh. Shashi Dhar, Senior 

Scientific Assistant, SCSTE, 

H.P. 

 



Some pictures of Popular Lecture Series 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

         



News Clippings of Popular Lecture Series held at HPU on 03-06-2017 

 


